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ELECTRIC GENERAL RATE APPLICATION 2015 

 
Informal Manitoba Hydro Undertaking #8 
 
Manitoba Hydro to provide the PUB with the current code requirements in Manitoba 
identifying where there are differences between regions. 
 
Response: 
 
Although codes pertaining to energy efficiency cover all aspects of a building including the 
equipment that is used to heat and cool the building, the only aspect that varies by region 
within Manitoba would be building envelope measures (insulation and windows).  
 
Table 1 outlines the requirements for Part 9 residential construction that are in force today. A 
home built North of the 53rd parallel would required R25 insulation in walls built above 
grade versus a home South of the 53rd parallel which would require R20. The requirements 
for windows are the same throughout the province.  
 
 
Table 1: Adapted from Manitoba Building Code (Regulation 31/2011) 
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On April 27, 2015 the Provincial government approved further changes to the Manitoba 
Building Code that were recommended as a result of the overall review of the new Section 
9.36, pertaining specifically to energy efficiency in residential and small commercial 
buildings, of the National Building Code of Canada (NBC).  
 
Tables 2a and 2b outlines the most recently approved amendments. Note that the 
requirements for insulation have remained largely the same but have been changed from 
nominal R-values to effective R-values. Nominal R-values are the rated or labeled values of 
insulation products. Nominal R-values do not consider the effectiveness of the insulation 
when it is combined with framing members and other conventional building materials. 
Effective R-values are the total resistance to heat transfer that is provided by all components 
in a wall assembly including framing material. These amendments also align the zone 
treatment with that of the national code (See Figure 1).  
 
Table 2a: Adapted from Manitoba Building Code, amendment (Regulation 52/2015)  
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Table 2b: Adapted from Manitoba Building Code, amendment (Regulation 52/2015)  
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Tables 2c and 2d were changes made to the NBC and adopted without changes in Manitoba 
with slightly higher requirements for skylights, windows, and doors for zones 7b and 8. 
These changes also come into effect on April 1, 2016. 
 
Table 2c: Adapted from 2010 National Building Code of Canada – Revisions and Errata 
Package – Section 9.36. Energy Efficiency  

 
 
Table 2d: Adapted from 2010 National Building Code of Canada – Revisions and Errata 
Package – Section 9.36. Energy Efficiency 
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Figure 1: Adapted from 2011 National Energy Code of Canada for Buildings 

 
 
Figure 1a: Selection of Manitoba Communities by Zone 

City/Town HDD Zone 
Beausejour 5680 7a 

Boissevain 5500 7a 
Brandon 5760 7a 
Churchill 8950 8 

Dauphin 5900 7a 
Flin Flon 6440 7b 
Gimli 5800 7a 
Island Lake 6900 7b 
Lynn Lake 7770 8 
Morden 5400 7a 
Neepawa 5760 7a 
Pine Falls 5900 7a 
Portage La Prairie 5600 7a 
Selkirk 5700 7a 
Split Lake 7900 8 
Steinbach 5700 7a 
Swan River 6100 7b 
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The Pas 6480 7b 
Thompson 7600 8 
Virden 5620 7a 
Winnipeg 5670 7a 

. 


