
 

 
 

 

 

 
1 
 

 
 

Writers’ email: kadil@legalaid.mb.ca 

 chkla@legalaid.mb.ca 

 

 
July 21, 2025 

 
The Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 
400 – 330 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB, R3C 0C4 

Attention:  Rachel McMillin, Associate Secretary 

  Dr. Darren Christle, Board Secretary 

 

Ms. McMillin and Dr. Christle: 
 

Re:  MANITOBA HYDRO 2025/26 TO 2027/28 GENERAL RATE APPLICATION – CONSUMERS 

COALITION Rule 43 Request to Access Confidential Filings 

By this letter, the Consumers Coalition requests an Order authorizing its legal counsel and select 

independent consultants to access portions of certain information request responses filed 

confidentially with the Public Utilities Board (PUB) by Manitoba Hydro. 

The Consumers Coalition submits this request pursuant to PUB rule 43 and provides the required 

information below. 

The Consumers Coalition believes strongly in the importance of the public accessibility of the 
PUB’s processes and decision making. The Coalition also believes that exceptions to the public 

treatment of all filings and proceedings should be narrowly constrained. 

The Coalition does not object to Manitoba Hydro’s proposed confidential treatment of the filings 
at issue. The Coalition is not seeking public disclosure of these materials. However, the Coalition 

submits this request for narrow, limited access for its legal counsel and select consultants to 
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effectively fulfill its role as Intervener in assisting the PUB. In these circumstances, limited access 

to confidential filings by third parties, appropriately governed by terms and restrictions set by the 

Board, strikes an appropriate balance between the utility’s commercial interests and the public’s 

interest in disclosure. 

The Information Sought 

The Coalition requests access to the redacted portion of the response to COALITION/MH I-41(b) 
for its legal counsel (Byron Williams, Katrine Dilay, Chris Klassen), and its independent expert 

consultants from Midgard Consulting Inc. (Chris Oakley, Peter Helland, Matthew Matuziak, Tazrin 

Priyanka). 

COALITION/MH I-41 (b) 

This Information Request sought data on the “delivered production of [Manitoba Hydro’s] solar 

generation and wind generation” during the three events in 2024/25 which exceeded the previous 

record peak load set in 2019. 

The Coalition sought this information to understand Manitoba Hydro’s responses to these peak 

load events, and to assess the prudence of its planning for future peak load events. This 

information is directly relevant to issues before the PUB in this rate application, including ensuring 
that forecasts are reasonably reliable and examining whether actual and projected costs incurred 

are necessary and reasonable.1 

Information about the production of the cited generation resources is necessary to understand 
the full context of Manitoba Hydro’s resources available at peak load. This information is relevant 

to determining the reasonableness and necessity of Manitoba Hydro’s proposed asset 

management spending to improve reliability, its capital spending on new generation, and the 

reliability of forecast resource need dates. Each of these has a direct bearing on rates2 and is cited 
by Manitoba Hydro in supporting its rate increase request. 3  In particular, Manitoba Hydro 

identifies “ensuring systems investments are made to maintain the reliability of Manitoba’s 

electricity system and to meet Manitoba’s growing electricity needs” as a priority guiding the rate 

application.4 

 

 
1 PUB Orders 5/12 at 27; 98/14 at 28, 37. 
2 PUB Orders 5/12 at 27; 98/14 at 28, 37. 
3 See, for example, Tab 2 of Manitoba Hydro’s 2026-2028 General Rate Application at 4-5, 8-9, 10. 
4 Tab 2 of Manitoba Hydro’s 2026-2028 General Rate Application at page 10. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
3 
 

If access is granted, consultants and legal counsel for the Coalition would review and rely on this 

information to assist the PUB in determining the issues before it, namely ensuring that forecasts 

are reasonably reliable and examining whether actual and projected costs incurred are necessary 

and reasonable.  

Specifically, consultants from Midgard Consulting Inc. would (i) if necessary, clarify their 

understanding through confidential second round information requests, and (ii) rely on the 
provided information to inform the development of their independent evidence, should it be 

deemed necessary. Should any portions of Midgard’s independent evidence contain confidential 

information, it would be filed pursuant to the established confidentiality process.  

Granting access to this confidential material to Coalition legal counsel, would enable the legal 

team’s support to the Midgard Consulting team in processing and filing confidential portions of 

Round 2 information requests and independent evidence. 

Any references to the redacted information, as well as any information that might enable the 
redacted information to be determined or calculated either specifically or generally, would 

remain confidential. 

All actions by the Coalition’s legal counsel and Midgard Consulting would be governed by the 

Board’s prescribed confidentiality Declaration and Undertaking, or by other terms to be 

determined by the Board.5 

The Coalition thanks the Board for its consideration of this request and invites any questions or 

direction regarding process. 

 

 

Katrine Dilay 
Attorney 

Public Interest Law Centre 

Chris Klassen* 
Attorney 

Public Interest Law Centre 

 
*Chris is an independent lawyer retained by 

the Public Interest Law Centre in this matter. 

 

 
5 PUB Rules at Rule 43(5), Appendix D. 
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cc:  Manitoba Hydro  

 PUB Legal Counsel and Advisors 
 Interveners 

 


