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Writers’ email: chkla@legalaid.mb.ca 

September 11, 2025 

The Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 

400 – 330 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB, R3C 0C4 

Attention: Rachel McMillin, Associate Secretary 

 

Ms. McMillin: 

Re:  MANITOBA HYDRO 2025/26 TO 2027/28 GENERAL RATE APPLICATION – Consumers 

Coalition Independent Expert Evidence 

We write on behalf of the Consumers Coalition to update the Public Utilities Board (the “Board”) 
on the Coalition’s intentions to file independent expert evidence in Manitoba Hydro’s 2026-28 

General Rate Application. 

We also write to request a two-day extension, to Wednesday September 17, 2025, for two specific 
independent expert reports, the production of which is delayed by late filings and recent 

corrections to the record made by Manitoba Hydro. 

Coalition to file five expert reports 

The Coalition intends to file a total of five independent expert reports, from each of:  

• Dr. Runa Das,  

• Mr. Pelino Colaiacovo of Morrison Park Advisors,  

• Mr. Chris Oakley and Mr. Peter Helland of Midgard Consulting Inc.,  

• Mr. Darren Rainkie, and  

• Ms. Kelly Derksen.  
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By way of reminder, the Consumers Coalition’s application to intervene indicated that two of its 

five independent consultants/consultant teams would file expert evidence. Decisions regarding 

evidence from the remaining three experts, being Mr. Darren Rainkie, Ms. Kelly Derksen, and 
Midgard Consulting Inc., would be made following review of responses to information requests. 

The purpose of this approach to the Coalition’s planning was to ensure that all experts’ evidence 

would add value to the evidentiary record and be of assistance to the Board. 

Having now reviewed Manitoba Hydro’s responses to information requests, the Coalition has 

determined that evidence from all five of its experts or expert teams will be of assistance to the 

Board in determining the issues before it. 

Request for Deadline Extension to Wednesday, September 17, 2025 for Two Reports 

The Coalition requests a two-day extension of the September 15, 2025 deadline for intervener 

evidence for the reports being prepared by Ms. Derksen and Mr. Rainkie.  

Ms. Derksen’s evidence addresses matters including the Prospective Cost of Service Study, which 
is materially impacted by Manitoba Hydro’s recent corrections to the 2023/24 Load Research 

Report and related information request responses. Ms. Derksen will be required to review this new 

material and make necessary changes to her draft report. As these corrections were only received 
after close of business on September 10, 2025, the Coalition proposes that Ms. Derksen’s report be 

filed on Wednesday, September 17, 2025 to accommodate this unanticipated work. 

Mr. Rainkie’s evidence, which addresses revenue requirement matters, relies heavily on rate 

scenarios developed through the Information Request process. The Board affirmed the 

importance of these information requests in Order 111/25 and directed Manitoba Hydro to file 

responses.1 

One such information request, COALITION/MH I-29 c-e, remains outstanding. Manitoba Hydro has 
advised the Coalition that it will not be in a position to file this response until Friday, September 

12, 2025 at the earliest. 

Assuming Manitoba Hydro is able to file on September 12, 2025, Mr. Rainkie will require until 

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 to complete his analysis and his report. 

 

 
1 Relief respecting COALITION/MH I-29c-e was granted in part, with Manitoba Hydro ordered to provide a response 

but not required to incorporate the assumption of a change in the treatment of cash flows from regulatory deferrals. 
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To avoid cascading impacts on the hearing schedule, both Mr. Rainkie and Ms. Derksen would be 

amenable to reducing by two the number of business days available for the preparation of 

responses to information requests on their evidence. 

On behalf of the Coalition, we thank the Board for considering this request. Any questions 

regarding the above may be directed to the writer along with Mr. Byron Williams 

(bywil@legalaid.mb.ca) and Ms. Katrine Dilay (kadil@legalaid.mb.ca). 

  

Thank you, 

 

 

For: Chris Klassen* 

Attorney 
Public Interest Law Centre 

 
*Chris is an independent lawyer retained by the Public 

Interest Law Centre in this matter. 

 

 

 

 

cc:  Manitoba Hydro  

 PUB Legal Counsel and Advisors 

 Interveners 
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