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Writers’ email: chkla@legalaid.mb.ca 

 

September 22, 2025 

The Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 

400 – 330 Portage Avenue 

Winnipeg, MB, R3C 0C4 

Attention: Rachel McMillin, Associate Secretary 
Sent via email 

Ms. McMillin: 

Re:  MANITOBA HYDRO 2025/26 TO 2027/28 GENERAL RATE APPLICATION – Consumers 

Coalition submission on scope of oral evidence 

On behalf of the Consumers Coalition, we write to provide brief comments on the scope of the 
Public Utilities Board’s (PUB) oral hearing on Manitoba Hydro’s 2026 to 2028 General Rate 

Application. These submissions respond to the Board’s direction in the Appendix to PUB Order 

69/25 and to the Board’s correspondence dated September 11, 2025. 

 

Having reviewed Manitoba Hydro’s Application, Information Request responses and independent 

expert evidence, the Consumers Coalition recommends against excluding any issues from the 
scope of oral evidence in this hearing. 

 

Cross-examination of witnesses is a valuable and important tool for testing the evidence of 

Manitoba Hydro and independent expert witnesses. The Coalition also recognizes the benefit for 
the PUB panel of the opportunity to supplement cross-examination by Board counsel and other 

parties with questions asked directly of witnesses. 
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The Coalition notes that other factors such as the hearing schedule, the requirements governing 

cost awards, and each party’s areas of focus as dictated by earlier Procedural Orders will together 

emphasize efficiency in parties’ presentation of relevant evidence and the appropriate scoping of 
cross-examination. 

 

The Coalition also recommends that no issue be excluded from the scope of oral submissions at 
the conclusion of the hearing. The Coalition cautions that relegating issues to be addressed only 

in written submissions would not be efficient, likely requiring the production of overlapping or 

duplicative submissions on a time-sensitive basis. 
 

The Coalition thanks the Board for the opportunity to provide these submissions and reserves the 

right to provide a substantive response to any specific recommendations provided by Manitoba 

Hydro or other Interveners. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me along with Mr. Byron Williams (bywil@legalaid.mb.ca) and 

Ms. Katrine Dilay (kadil@legalaid.mb.ca) should you have any questions.  

Thank you, 

 

 
Chris Klassen* 

Attorney 

Public Interest Law Centre 

 
*Chris is an independent lawyer retained by the Public 

Interest Law Centre in this matter. 

 

 
Encl. 

CK/ab 

 

cc:  Manitoba Hydro  
 PUB Legal Counsel and Advisors 

 Interveners 
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