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Intervener coalition details
• Manitoba Eco-Network

• Manitoba focus, with connections to its 122 members
• Energy regulation experience in Manitoba

• Environmental Defence
• National organization that brings experience from other jurisdictions
• Extensive experience in electricity sector utility regulation

• Focus: actions that benefit customers and the public interest in 
environmental protection
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Issues
1. Distribution and transmission losses

• E.g. Are financial parameters underpinning rates re system losses are appropriate?

2. Distributed energy resources
• E.g. Are service charges for DERs appropriate? Are enabling investments appropriate?

3. Non-wires alternatives
• E.g. Do rates reflect potential savings from NWAs?

4. Beneficial electrification
• E.g. Is it being appropriately used to reduce rates?

5. Capital budget – demand growth
• E.g. Are investments included in rates sized appropriately to meet future growth? Are 

investments driven by electrification sufficient? Can some spending be deferred?

6. Consistency with Manitoba’s Affordable Energy Plan
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MH Comments re Scope/Issues
• No specific objections re most issues MEED intends to explore

• E.g. distribution and transmission losses, enabling investments for Distributed 
Energy Resources (such as grid modernization and system capacity), non-wires 
alternatives, demand-driven capital investments, & Consistency with Manitoba’s 
Affordable Energy Plan

• MH Comment 1: Appropriate rates for solar credits: MH did not anticipate 
being within scope
• Solar credits are a sub-issue within the Distributed Energy Resources (DER) topic
• Main DERs rates issue is the appropriateness of DER connection fees and charges
• DER enabling investments are also important (MH agrees is within scope)
• MEED would like to explore solar credits, but is not the main/only issue
• Batteries are a promising DER to reduce energy bills and T&D costs
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MH Comments re Scope/Issues cont.
• MH Comment 2: Broad issues re electrification of space heating should be 

out of scope
• MEED agrees

• e.g. not proposing new reinforcement projects in rate term for space heating electrification
• MEED wishes to explore whether 2026-2028 infrastructure investments are 

appropriately “future-proofed” in terms of potential electrification demands within 
asset lifetimes

• MH Comment 3: Notes ss. 39 (5) 3. (7) of The Manitoba Hydro Act
• The PUB’s procedural order need not reiterate these sections
• The legislation speaks for itself
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Costs eligibility
1. Represents public interest in the environmental (esp. re climate & energy transition)

• The PUB routinely awards costs to environmental interveners 
• e.g. Order No. 99/18 re MH 2018-19 GRA, awarding costs to the Green Action Centre

• Examples of relevant climate impacts: 
• Cost-effectively reducing losses will reduce fossil fuel power production needs
• DERs, non-wires solutions & electrification enabling investments help reduce emissions

2. Represents ratepayers who want clean and affordable energy:
• Ratepayer interest in clean energy is real an important (e.g. from MEED supporters)

3. Cannot participate without costs eligibility
4. Unique contribution

• Focus on measures that lower bills and GHG emissions
• Knowledge re least-cost methods of decarbonization and electrification is increasingly important
• Successful track record: reduce electricity losses, improve integration of distributed energy resources, 

secure investments in grid modernization, and improve electrification readiness and asset sizing
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PUB Questions
a) Issues: see slide 3 above
b) Expert evidence: none, will obtain necessary details via interrogatories & 

oral hearing
c) Engagement with stakeholder: MbEN has a network of 122 members
d) Collaboration: will collaborate, especially re capital budget issues
e) Hearing schedule: no submissions
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