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OPENING STATEMENT OF  

MANITOBA KEEWATINOWI OKIMAKANAK INC.  

 

Good afternoon, Mr. Chair Gabor, Madam Vice-Chair Kapitany, and panel members 

Hrichishen, Mindell, and Simonsen: 

 

1. My name is Markus Buchart. Seated beside me are my colleagues, Luke Young. We are 

with the Winnipeg law firm of Jerch Law. Our principal, Michael Jerch, is also part of our 

legal team in this proceeding. We are again honored to represent the intervener Manitoba 

Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc.—“MKO” for short—in this Manitoba Hydro general rate 

application. We are pleased to have this opportunity to make an opening statement to the 

Board. I shall be very brief. 

 

2. MKO is the organization and council of First Nation Chiefs that represents the citizens 

of 25 First Nations in northern Manitoba who are signatories of Treaties 4, 5, 6, and 10. MKO, 

therefore, through their Chiefs provides the collective voice for about 65,000 Treaty First 

Nation citizens who reside in northern Manitoba. 

 

3. MKO seeks to advance four points in this proceeding. 

 

4.  Firstly, MKO will oppose all of the residential customer class rate increases for which 

Manitoba Hydro has applied. That includes the 3.5% residential customer class rate 

increases for grid-connected residential customers for the three years from 2026 to 2028, 

inclusive. MKO will oppose rate increases for all residential customers—and not only for 

First Nations’ customers—because the present “one-size-fits-all” policy underlying The 

Manitoba Hydro Act forces it to do so. MKO will advocate no increases to residential rates 

on the ground of the serious energy poverty on Manitoba First Nations—even more so in 
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the north. And to be clear, in principle MKO does not oppose rate increases on non-First 

Nation customers. But it is MKO’s position in this proceeding because of the legislation 

requiring all residential customers to be treated the same under the new legislation. This 

position is the only way to get relief to First Nations customers.  

 

5. Secondly, MKO will oppose the 3.5% diesel residential rate increases applicable only in 

the four MKO First Nations referred to collectively as “the Diesel Communities” during those 

same three years. MKO will do so on two grounds. The first ground is the serious energy 

poverty that also prevails in the Diesel Communities. The second ground is that Manitoba 

Hydro provides a lower level of service to Diesel Community customers than it does to all 

other, non-Diesel Zone, residential customers. 

 

6. Thirdly, MKO will make the legal argument that the Board still has the authority to 

make recommendations to the Government of Manitoba to make legislative changes to The 

Manitoba Hydro Act and other legislation relevant to its electricity rates regulation mandate. 

This will be the first general rate application in which the former section 39 of the Act is fully 

replaced by the new sections 39 and 39.1. We intend to convince the Board that, although it 

is bound by the presently effective provisions of The Manitoba Hydro Act, it may still make 

recommendations for improvement to the Act as a general power incident to administrative 

regulatory bodies. 

 

7. Fourthly, MKO will argue for the Board to recommend amendments to The Manitoba 

Hydro Act that would either create a new First Nations On-Reserve Residential rate or 

“FNORR” as it was called in the years when it existed from 2018 to 2020, or permit this Board 

to do so. 
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8. In order to make the four foregoing arguments, MKO will again show, through 

information requests and cross-examination of Manitoba Hydro’s witnesses, that the 

unaffordability situation of First Nations is untenable, indefensible and unsustainable, and 

that the present method of determining electricity rates on reserve does not result in 

anything remotely approaching the “just and reasonable” rates required by The Manitoba 

Hydro Act, paragraph 39(4)(b). 

 

9. We thank the Board for its attention. We look forward to contributing to its 

deliberations. 

 

 ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

November 17, 2025      JERCH LAW  

         Per: 

 

 

         _________________________ 

         Markus Buchart 

 

         Lawyers for the intervener 

         MANITOBA KEEWATINOWI 

         OKIMAKANAK INC. 


