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January 14, 2026 

The Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 
400-330 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0C4

ATTENTION: Ms. R. McMillin, Board Secretary and Executive Director VIA E-MAIL 

Dear Ms. McMillin: 

Re: CENTRA GAS MANITOBA INC. (“CENTRA”) APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL TO 
SELL COMPRESSED NATURAL GAS ON A PILOT BASIS 

Centra is filing this application with the Public Utilities Board of Manitoba (“PUB”) to seek, on an 
interim ex parte basis, approval to permit Centra to initiate a limited pilot project with a new 
customer. The customer has expressed interest in the purchase of compressed natural gas at the 
rates and on the terms further described herein, and the customer will deliver and resell the 
compressed natural gas (“CNG”) to its end-use customer. As further described below, Centra is 
in a position to explore opportunities to determine if this type of arrangement is suited to Centra’s 
operations and is prepared to explore this service on a pilot basis.  

Background 

Centra owns and operates a CNG filling station, built in 2016, to ensure natural gas availability 
during service disruptions.  

Over the past several years, Centra has been approached by various companies specializing in 
low-carbon energy solutions across the country, expressing interest in transporting CNG for 
customers in Manitoba. CNG is used for heating construction sites, mining, asphalt plants and 
temporary projects, fuel switching from fossil fuels like propane and diesel, and grain dryers. CNG 
offers economic, operational and environmental benefits in areas where conventional natural gas 
is not available and customers are reliant on propane.  

The purpose of the CNG filling station is to provide back-up natural gas supply in the event of 
disruption in pipeline service. In the case of an outage, a CNG tube trailer and decant unit can be 
deployed to the area affected by the outage to provide natural gas supply. During an outage on 
the gas distribution system, the CNG trailer is connected as a temporary local supply option while 
repairs are completed. Centra’s station was first equipped with two 2,200 PSI dispensers to fill 
CNG tube trailers for emergency deployment. The station and associated equipment was 
designed with the capacity to deliver gas up to approximately 1,200 residential customers within 
100 km of the CNG Filling Station.  
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A new higher capacity 3,600 PSI dispenser with a Measurement Canada approved meter, will be 
installed in mid-January 2026 to facilitate compliance with the Canadian Gas Association Mutual 
Assistance Agreement and allow Centra to wholesale CNG to third parties. 

With this dispensing capability soon to be in place, Centra is in a position to explore CNG sales 
with interested companies. In order to determine if this type of arrangement is suited to Centra’s 
operations, at this time Centra wishes only to commit to providing service on a pilot basis, using 
defined hours for a set pilot period and contractual terms. In this way, Centra is not committing to 
arrangements that it is unable to satisfy in the longer term, and its contractual partner in turn 
understands the commitment it is able to make to its end use customers. 

Centra is aware that this limited opportunity, however, may lead to other companies that have 
previously expressed interest in this type of arrangement expressing discontent. Centra has had 
to previously advise customers that it was not in a position to provide CNG service on the timelines 
that were being requested. As a result, there may be some companies that express 
disappointment at not being awarded this initial opportunity now that Centra is able to explore 
third party arrangements. Centra notes, however, that some of these other companies are 
continuing to explore their own opportunities for building a CNG station within Manitoba.1  

After the pilot concludes, Centra will evaluate the feasibility of introducing a permanent CNG sales 
option, including expanding the offering to additional interested customers. 

CNG Service Pilot Proposed Terms & Conditions 

Subject to approval by the PUB, Centra and the customer have agreed to the following terms and 
conditions for the pilot: 

• Pilot Term: January 30, 2026 (subject to the timing of associated regulatory approvals),
to May 31, 2026.

• Station Hours: The CNG station will operate daily from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Sunday
through Saturday. Centra will provide staffing during these hours or as required to meet
the customer’s daily fill requirements, whichever is less.

• Daily Volumes: Minimum of 5,600 cubic meters and up to a maximum of 13,350 cubic
meters per day. Centra confirms these volumes can be accommodated through its existing
natural gas commodity and transportation arrangements.

• Emergency Access: In the event of unforeseen circumstances or emergencies, Centra
reserves the right to interrupt the customer’s access to the station and/or fuel. Centra will
provide reasonable notice to the customer as soon as practicable.

Proposed Rates for Pilot 

For the pilot, Centra proposes to charge the customer the quarterly Gas Commodity Rate along 

1 Other companies last approached Centra for similar opportunities in Fall 2024 and January 2025. 
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with the High Volume Firm Delivery and Demand rates for the supply of natural gas to the station. 
Centra also seeks PUB approval for a compression fee, as shown in the table below, to recover 
costs associated with operating the CNG station. This fee will cover labour for daily station 
operations, electricity for the compressor, depreciation on the new dispenser, a provision for 
station maintenance, and a return on Centra’s investment in the CNG station and the new 
dispenser.  

The cost for labour is based on the hourly activity rate for staff at the station including both straight 
time labour and overtime on the weekend plus the third party billing surcharge of 55%. This 
surcharge reflects cost components removed from activity rates and common overhead due to 
the transition to IFRS and is included to ensure full cost recovery for the service. 

Compression Fee 
($/cubic meter) 
Labour 
Electricity 
Maintenance 
Depreciation & Return 
Total 

Given the short-term nature of these arrangements, Centra proposes to charge base rates net of 
riders, as the customer has not contributed to the balances that resulted in the riders. For any 
longer-term or permanent arrangements at the CNG station, Centra would propose applying rate 
riders. 

The compression fee is designed to primarily be cost recovery; however, it is expected that 
revenues will be sufficient to recover the costs of providing the service and provide a small 
contribution to Centra’s reserves (net income) for the 2025/26 year. To the extent that the pilot 
gets extended or approved on a permanent basis, the revenue would be used to offset the 
recovery of the costs of the CNG station and reduce upward rate pressure for Centra’s customers. 

Given the tight timelines associated with the commercial opportunity being explored by the 
customer, to aid in an efficient regulatory review, Centra has provided a proposed rate and 
potential terms and conditions of service to the customer to determine if the arrangement would 
be viable. A copy of the proposed CNG Fuel Price Agreement is provided in Attachment 1. An 
indication of the customer’s willingness to execute the contract for the pilot term has been included 
as Attachment 2.  

Motion on Confidentiality 

In addition to approval of the pilot project on an interim ex parte basis, pursuant to Rule 37(1) of 
the PUB’s Rules of Practice and Procedure ("Rules"), Centra seeks an Order of the PUB 
confirming that it will receive the proposed compression fee and inputs thereto outlined in this 

1
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application and in the draft agreement, provided in Attachment 1 in confidence. Centra’s request 
to the PUB for confidential treatment of these limited materials is guided by the PUB’s Rules, as 
detailed below.  

Centra submits that it is in the public interest for the PUB to accept this information in confidence 
as it is commercially sensitive. The disclosure of such information could reasonably be expected 
to result in harm by prejudicing the customer’s negotiating position with its end use customer or 
future customers and Centra’s negotiating position on potential future CNG agreements and 
associated rates.  

Centra submits that the need to maintain confidentiality over the proposed compression fee and 
inputs thereto outweighs any desire for public disclosure of that information. As such, Centra 
requests the PUB accept the redacted portion of this application and Attachment 1 in confidence 
without allowing access under any terms in the event such access is requested by any third party. 

Conclusion 

Centra’s proposed approach as outlined herein to explore opportunities for commercial sales of 
CNG, is a simple, practical and efficient solution that results in a “win-win” situation for both the 
customers and Centra. To enable Centra to proceed with the aforementioned CNG pilot, as 
reflected in the attached agreement, and to communicate in a timely manner with its potential 
customer, Centra respectfully requests written approval from the Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 
on an interim ex parte basis for Centra to proceed at its earliest opportunity. 

Centra certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief, that the information provided in this 
submission is truthful and correct. Should you have any questions with respect to the foregoing, 
please do not hesitate to contact the writer at 204-360-3399.  

Yours truly, 

MANITOBA HYDRO LEGAL SERVICES 
Per: 

GWEN MUIRHEAD 
Legal Counsel  

Encls. 





event that Customer fails to remit any undisputed payment to CENTRA within a reasonable time of the payment due date set forth in this Agreement, 
CENTRA may immediately deactivate Customer’s access to the Station and immediately terminate this Agreement. Any outstanding payment 
obligations shall survive any termination of this Agreement. 

3. Emergency Access. 

In the event that the Company requires emergency access to the Station due to unforeseen circumstances and/or emergencies, the Company reserves 
the right to interrupt the Customer’s access to the Station and/or the fuel. The Company shall provide reasonable notification to the Customer as 
soon as practicable under the circumstances. Such interruptions shall not be deemed a breach of this Agreement, and the Customer agrees to 
cooperate fully with the Company during any applicable unforeseen circumstances and/or emergencies.  

4. Miscellaneous

Neither Party shall have the right to assign its rights or obligations hereunder, in whole or in part, without obtaining the prior written consent of the 
other Party and any attempted assignment without such prior written consent shall be void. Permitted assigns shall have the benefit of, and shall be 
bound by, all terms and conditions of this Agreement. All matters arising under or relating to this Agreement will be governed by the laws of the 
Province of Manitoba, Canada. Neither Party shall have any liability to the other Party for incidental, special nor consequential damages, including 
lost profits and business interruption damages, arising under this Agreement or the transactions contemplated hereby. Each Party giving a notice 
under this Agreement will give the notice in writing and delivered via personal delivery or overnight carrier to the Party’s address set forth in this 
Agreement or to such other address designated by such Party. No change, amendment or modification of any of the provisions of this Agreement 
will be binding unless in writing that identifies itself as an amendment to this Agreement which is signed by the Parties. This Agreement constitutes 
the final agreement between the Parties and supersedes all prior and contemporaneous negotiations and agreements relating to the subject matter 
of this Agreement. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, with the same effect as if the parties had signed the same 
document. Each counterpart so executed will be deemed to be an original, and all such counterparts will be construed together and will constitute 
one agreement.  Either Party may disclose the terms of this Agreement as may be required by law or regulation or to any regulatory authority. It is 
the express wish of the parties that this Agreement and any related documents be written in English. Les parties ont expressément demandé que la 
présente convention et tous les documents s’y rattachant soient rédigés en anglais. 

By directing their authorized representative to execute below, the Parties hereby agree to be bound by this Agreement. 

CENTRA GAS MANITOBA INC. PLUM GAS SOLUTIONS INC. 

By: By: 

Name: Name: Mark A. Hill 

Title: Title: Corporate Counsel 

Address: 
Manitoba Hydro Place, 360 Portage 
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0G8 Address: 

Suite 203, 11505 – 35 Street SE 
Calgary, Alberta T2Z 4B1 
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Terms and Conditions (the “Agreement”) 

By signing the attached CNG FUEL PRICE AGREEMENT (“Agreement”), the Applicant (also referred 
to as “Customer” and sometimes referred to hereinafter as “you”) agrees as follows: 

Access to Station: Company has authorized Customer and its officers, employees, servants, 
contractors, and agents (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Agents”), to enter the Station to receive 
compressed natural gas (“CNG”) to be loaded by Customer into its Rolling Stock (defined below) at the 
Station pursuant to these Terms and Conditions. Company grants to Customer non-exclusive and non-
assignable permission to enter the Station for the purpose of entering, filling, and transporting 
Customer’s CNG transport trailers and reattaching and retrieving such trailers when filled from the 
Station. Customer shall be responsible for its Agents and their compliance with the terms and conditions 
of this Agreement. Customer’s “Rolling Stock” means Customer’s CNG transport trailers consisting of 
multiple high-pressure cylinders or tubes designed to hold CNG at high pressure. The Parties 
acknowledge that CNG and its vapors may be hazardous to life and/or health, volatile, flammable, 
combustible or explosive. 

Loading and Safety: Customer shall send into the Station Rolling Stock which is in a safe and 
serviceable condition, which is compatible with loading and/or unloading equipment at the Station, and 
the Parties shall comply with all federal, state and local laws, ordinances, regulations, and rules 
(collectively “Laws”). 

Rules: Customer shall comply with any and all rules, instructions and guidelines issued and 
communicated by Company pertaining to the Station. Such rules and instructions may be amended or 
supplemented from time to time by Company and communicated to Customer.  Customer agrees that 
its employees and Agents shall be fully aware of and knowledgeable in respect to such communicated 
procedures and Customer further agrees to furnish only those employees and Agents properly 
instructed in characteristics and safe handling and transportation methods associated with CNG. 
Additionally, Customer agrees upon request from Company, that it will provide all such records, 
documents and proof of compliance with any and all applicable Laws. 

Indemnification: Customer will indemnify and hold harmless Company, its parents and affiliates, and its 
and their respective officers, directors, employees, agents and other representatives from and against 
any claims, actions, judgments, liabilities, losses, costs, damages, fines, penalties and expenses of any 
kind related to or that arise out of this Agreement (including reasonable attorneys’ fees, expert fees and 
court costs) (collectively the “Liabilities”) in connection with this Agreement to the extent attributable to: 
(i) the negligence or willful misconduct of Customer, its employees, agents, contractors, and other
representatives; or (ii) the failure of Customer to comply with the terms and conditions of this
Agreement. 

Company will indemnify and hold harmless Customer, its parents and affiliates, and its and their 
respective general partners, officers, directors, employees, agents, and other representatives from and 
against any Liabilities in connection with this Agreement to the extent attributable to: (i) the negligence 
or willful misconduct of Company, its employees, agents, carriers, contractors and other 
representatives; or (ii) the failure of Company to comply with the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement. 

Credit Check: Company may require completion of Company’s Credit Application and Company may 
perform a credit review of Customer’s credit history, including but not limited to, requesting and 
reviewing credit reports from various credit reporting agencies.  

Insurance: Customer shall at all times during the term of this Agreement carry and pay for the following 
minimum insurance coverages and limits (and such additional coverages and limits as may be required 
by Law): (i) workers compensation insurance, including all such insurance and such limits as may be 
required by applicable Provincial and Federal workers’ compensation laws; (ii) employers liability 
insurance with a limit of not less than $1,000,000.00 per accident; (iii) commercial general liability 
insurance on an occurrence form with a combined single limit of not less than $10,000,000.00 per 
occurrence, including but not limited to products and completed operations liability, owner's and 
contractor's protective, blanket contractual liability, non-owned automobile liability, personal injury 
liability, broad form property damage, cross liability, sudden and accidental pollution or an equivalent 
stand-alone Pollution Liability Insurance Policy, and explosion, collapse and underground hazard 
coverage; Centra shall be named as Additional Insured; the Customer will endeavour to have the 
required insurance policy endorsed to provide Centra with not less than 30 days’ written notice in 
advance of cancellation, material change or amendment restricting coverage; Customer’s Insurer shall 
provide a Waiver of Subrogation in favour of Centra; and (iv) business vehicle liability insurance with a 
combined single limit of $10,000,000.00 per occurrence for owned or operated by or on behalf of the 
Customer or otherwise any hired, or otherwise operated non-owned vehicles. The Customer shall be 
responsible for any deductible amounts under the insurance policies except where such amounts are 
expressly excluded from the Customer’s responsibility. Note that compliance with these insurance 
requirements does not release the Customer from, nor reduce the Customer’s exposure, to liability for 
damages under the Contract. The Customer shall supply Centra with a certified copy of the required 
policies of insurance and all renewals thereof. A Certificate of Insurance (CoI) which specifies all the 
applicable terms and conditions of the required coverage may be submitted in place of the certified 
copies of the required policies. However, at the request of Centra, the Customer will provide a certified 
copy of the required policies. All documentation must be submitted to Centra prior to the 
commencement of the Work. 

Confidentiality: The Parties agree that it will maintain the strict confidentiality of this Agreement, and 
will not disclose the substance or content of this Agreement or any discussions involved in reaching 
this Agreement to any person other than its employees who have a need to know the substance or 
content of this Agreement, except for disclosures compelled by applicable Law or regulation, or to any 
applicable regulatory authority (e.g., Manitoba Public Utilities Board). 

Intellectual Property: All know-how, processes, ideas, inventions, discoveries, tools, methodology, 
patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets or other intellectual property (whether tangible or 
intangible) owned by a Party or any of such Party’s affiliates, and any derivative works of, or 
modifications or improvements thereto, shall remain the sole property of such Party. 

. 

Billing: Company will send Customer a monthly (subject to exceptions permitted by law) invoice 
(“statement”) when there is activity on the account. Customer is obligated to pay for all undisputed 
purchases and charges set forth in the invoice. Customer is also responsible for notifying Company of 
any changes in address. Customer acknowledges and agrees that it will be billed in the applicable unit 
of measure as determined by CENTRA. The payment due date is the date the payment is due as indicated 
in the statement at the indicated remittance business address. 

In the event of a payment default as described herein, at Company’s option, the full amount owing by 
Customer shall become immediately due and payable. If Customer defaults under this Agreement, upon 
payment of all unpaid balances due Company, Customer may request that their account be reinstated 
and access returned. 

Payment: Customer will pay Company at the place indicated on the statement all obligations under this 
Agreement. Customer must pay the full amount shown on each statement. 

Late Payment Charge: A late payment charge will be added if the undisputed invoice balance is not paid-
in-full on or before the payment due date, as detailed in the then applicable Centra Gas Manitoba Inc.’s 
Schedule of Sales and Transportation Service and Rates, as published by the Company.  

Governing Law: This Agreement is made and executed in Winnipeg, Manitoba. This Agreement shall 
be subject to, and interpreted by and in accordance with, the laws of the Province of Manitoba. Any 
cause of action for a breach or enforcement of, or a declaratory judgment respecting, this Agreement 
shall be commenced and maintained only in the Province of Manitoba. EACH PARTY WAIVES THE 
RIGHT TO A JURY TRIAL.  In any action brought by a Party hereto to enforce the obligations of any 
other Party hereto, the prevailing Party shall be entitled to collect from the opposing Party to such action 
such Party’s reasonable costs and attorneys’ fees and expenses (including court costs, reasonable 
fees of accountants and experts, and other expenses incidental to the dispute). 

Entire Agreement: The Terms and Conditions for natural gas service contained in the Centra Gas 
Manitoba Inc. Schedule of Sales and Transportation Services and Rates (a copy of which is available 
at www.hydro.mb.ca) shall be applicable to this Agreement as amended from time to time. Signature 
under the Customer’s Authorization indicates that the Customer accepts all of the terms and conditions 
in the Schedule of Sales and Transportation Services and Rates.. 

Severability: If any provision of this Agreement or the application thereof to any person or circumstance 
shall, to any extent, be held in any proceeding to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this 
Agreement shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

Notice: Any and all notices or other communications permitted or required to be given hereunder shall 
be validly given or made in writing if: (i) personally delivered; (ii) delivered by a recognized overnight 
delivery service (delivery fees prepaid); or (iii) sent by e-mail which is affirmatively acknowledged by 
the addressee. All notices shall be addressed to the opposite Party at the address indicated on the 
signature page of the Agreement. Such address may be updated by either Party at any time via notice 
conforming with this provision.  

No Agency: In the exercise of the privileges and rights herein granted, neither Party shall be deemed 
to be the agent, servant or employee of the other Party. As between the Parties, each Party shall have 
the sole and exclusive responsibility for the manner in which its employees and/or independent 
contractors perform under this Agreement, including the equipment provided. 

Compliance with Laws: The Parties shall comply with all Laws applicable to such Party’s performance 
hereunder. 

Non-Waiver. The failure of either Party to enforce any provision, condition or requirement of this 
Agreement at any time shall not constitute a waiver of such provision, condition or requirement unless 
so notified by such Party in writing; any such waiver shall not act as a waiver of any other provision, 
condition or requirement contained herein. 

Headings: The Section headings used in this Agreement have been inserted only for convenience to 
facilitate reference and shall not be determinative in construing the meaning, effect, or application of 
any Section or provision hereof. 

Authority: Subject to the Condition Precedent and any regulatory approvals required by Centra, each 
Party represents and warrants that the person signing on such Party’s behalf has all  requisite power, 
authority, and authorization to execute this Agreement, and that by signing below, this Agreement shall 
be fully binding  upon and enforceable against such Party and its affiliates, except as may be limited 
by any applicable bankruptcy, reorganization, insolvency, moratorium or other similar applicable law 
affecting creditors’ rights generally and principles governing the availability of equitable remedies 

Language: It is the express wish of the parties that this Agreement and any related documents be 
written in English. Les parties ont expressément demandé que la présente convention et tous les 
documents s’y rattachant soient rédigés en anglais. 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, Company makes no representation or warranty regarding the 
quality, specification or content of natural gas dispensed from the Station. 

I HAVE READ THE ABOVE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT AND ACCEPT AND 
CONSENT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS STATED. 

Printed Name and Title 

Signature Date 
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January 13, 2026 

Public Utilities Board of Manitoba (PUB) 
400-330 Portage Ave
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0C4

RE: Intention to Enter CNG Fuel Price Agreement with Centra Gas Manitoba Inc. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of Plum Gas Solutions Inc. (“Plum”).  Centra Gas Manitoba 
Inc. (“Centra”) and Plum have worked together to negotiate and mutually agree on terms and 
conditions of a CNG Fuel Price Agreement for the purchase of compressed natural gas 
(CNG) and access to Centra’s CNG station located on Provincial Road 330 immediately 
south of the Winnipeg Perimeter Highway (MB 100). 

Upon approval from the PUB, Plum intends to execute and enter into this CNG Fuel Price 
Agreement with Centra.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding Plum or this Agreement, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  We look forward to working with Centra and the PUB as we continue 
to hire local employees and grow our footprint in Manitoba.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mark A. Hill 
VP – Corporate Development 
Plum Gas Solutions Inc. 
mhill@plumgas.com  
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