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May 1, 2026 
 
The Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 
400-330 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0C4 
 
Attention: Rachel McMillin, Executive Director & Secretary      VIA E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms. McMillin: 
 
Re: MANITOBA HYDRO 2025 IRP and MNF Review –  
 RESPONSE TO DIRECTIVE 2 and REVIEW & VARY ORDER 59/26 
 
On April 24, 2026, the Public Utilities Board of Manitoba (“PUB” or “Board”) issued Order 59/26 
with respect to the Manitoba Hydro Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) and Major New Facility 
Review. Order 59/26 includes, among others, the following Directives: 
 

• Directive 2, requiring Manitoba Hydro to file further submissions explaining the change in 
its proposed treatment of hourly electric load data relative to its public disclosure of similar 
information in 2016. At page 24 of its Order, the PUB directs Manitoba Hydro to file this 
information by May 1, 2026. 

• Directive 6, requiring Manitoba Hydro to remove any and all personal identifying 
information from the data and analysis requested in CC/MH I-51 and CC/MH I-61, and to 
file the resulting materials on the public record of this proceeding. At pages 17 and 19 of 
its Order, the PUB directs Manitoba Hydro to file this information by May 4, 2026. 

• Directive 7, requiring Manitoba Hydro to prepare and file a full and complete response to 
GSSM/MH I-5 b). At page 20 of its Order, the PUB directs Manitoba Hydro to file this 
information by May 4, 2026. 

• Directive 8, requiring Manitoba Hydro to prepare and file as confidential information a full 
and complete response to MEED/MH I-1 a) and b). At page 25 of its Order, the PUB directs 
Manitoba Hydro to file this information by May 4, 2026. 

 
Manitoba Hydro hereby provides further explanation for the requested confidential treatment of 
the electric hourly load data as required in Directive 2.  
 
For the reasons described herein, and in accordance with subsection 44(3) of The Public Utilities 
Board Act and Rule 58 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure (the “Rules”), Manitoba Hydro 
requests the PUB to review and vary the Directives 6 and 7 to allow Manitoba Hydro additional 
time to prepare the responses. Manitoba Hydro is also outlining an alternative proposal to satisfy 
the information requests in Directive 8 of Order 59/26. 
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Directive 2 
 
In Order 59/26, the PUB notes that Manitoba Hydro had filed on the public record information 
containing hourly load data similar in nature to that found in MEED/MH I-1 Attachment 1, as part 
of an Information Request (“IR”) response during the 2016 Manitoba Hydro Cost of Service Study 
methodology review. The PUB has therefore directed Manitoba Hydro to file further submissions 
explaining the change in its proposed treatment of hourly electric load data. 
 
Manitoba Hydro considers hourly electric load data to be commercially sensitive, even though 
similar information was released publicly a decade ago. At the time, the commercial implications 
of releasing such granular data were not fully recognized. Detailed load paired with publicly 
available temperature data can be used to reverse-engineer Manitoba Hydro’s forecasting 
methods, seasonal and daily load profiles, and ultimately its trading strategies. While aggregated 
historical data is routinely shared, granular hourly information, especially when combined with 
forecast scenarios, could allow counterparties to infer system behaviour, peak hours, and 
operational patterns, giving them an advantage in negotiations or market transactions. Although 
Manitoba Hydro is willing to provide this information to the Consumers Coalition and MEED and 
their respective appropriate consultants under a non-disclosure agreement, placing it on the 
public record poses unnecessary commercial risk, and past releases (such as in 2016) are now 
viewed as misaligned with current understanding of those risks. Manitoba Hydro is of the view 
that release of this information on the public record is both unnecessary and not in the public 
interest. 
 
Directive 6 
 
Directive 6 of Order 59/26 directs Manitoba Hydro to file, by May 4, 2026, the disaggregated 
survey data requested in CC/MH I-51 and CC/MH I-61, with all personal identifying information 
removed and the detailed meeting notes and materials produced during the preparation of 
summary notes with respect to all Technical Advisory Committee (“TAC”) meetings requested in 
CC/MH I-61. Manitoba Hydro has been actively reviewing and scrubbing the raw data to ensure 
that any information capable of identifying respondents is removed from the qualitative responses. 
Nine staff members have been dedicated to this work. Manitoba Hydro will soon be turning its 
attention to the review and drafting of Round II IRs and continues to work diligently to finalize the 
survey data and detailed TAC notes for filing with the PUB, while concurrently preparing 
responses to the Round II IRs. 
 
Manitoba Hydro anticipates being in a position to file the above information on or before May 8, 
2026, and respectfully requests that the Board vary the required filing date of this information 
accordingly. On April 30, 2026, Manitoba Hydro’s legal counsel notified counsel for the 
Consumers Coalition that it would be seeking an order to extend this deadline.  
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Directive 7 
 
Directive 7 of Order 59/26 directs Manitoba Hydro to file, by May 4, 2026, the results of the 
requested scenario in GSS/GSM/MH I-5 b), including the financial analysis requested in part b) i) 
and ii). 
 
In its response to GSS/GSM’s motion regarding GSS/GSM/MH I-5 b), filed on April 15, 2026, 
Manitoba Hydro indicated that a scenario combining Resource Option A with the Medium (LP2) 
and High (LP3) load projections, and associated financial analysis, was not prepared as part of 
the IRP analysis and would require approximately 200 hours to develop. Furthermore, financial 
analysis for LP3 does not exist under any scenario. While Manitoba Hydro recognizes that 
GSS/GSM seeks to understand how Resource Option A would operate under different load 
projections, preparing the requested scenario would require significant incremental effort as such 
analysis does not currently exist. Manitoba Hydro is not in a position to file the information by May 
4, 2026. 
 
Accordingly, Manitoba Hydro has approached counsel for the GSS/GSM representative with an 
alternative approach to respond to GSS/GSM/MH I-5 b) that is intended to satisfy the information 
request and provide comparable insights. The proposed response would address the following, 
and both parties have agreed that the response will include the following information: 

• Manitoba Hydro will run the Resource Option A + LP2 scenario and provide the financial 
analysis requested in part b) i) and ii). 

• In absence of financial analysis, MH will provide the Resource Option A + LP3 scenario 
from an economic perspective which can be compared with other scenarios on the record 
including, but not limited, to the following information: 

o Figure A7.2.2 (Cumulative Installed Capacity to 2035) 
o Figure A7.2.3 (cumulative installed capacity to 2050) 
o Fig 7.2.17 to Fig 7.2.22 (energy by flow conditions) 
o Figure A7.2.29 Cumulative Resource Capital Costs to 2050 
o Figure A7.2.32, A7.2.33, A7.2.34 Annual and Net System Cost to 2035, 2045 and 

2050. 
o Select additional updated charts with GHG emissions. 

 
On April 30, 2026, Manitoba Hydro’s legal counsel notified counsel for the GSS/GSM of the 
proposed alternative approach outlined above. GSS/GSM legal counsel has agreed, subject to 
Manitoba Hydro also providing an explanation for the why the full response could not be produced 
within the original timeframe, including the timelines underlying the 200-hour estimate, as well as 
cross-references to the comparable LP3 materials already on the record as referenced above.  
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Manitoba Hydro anticipates being in a position to file the above alternative information by May 
12, 2026, and respectfully requests that the Board vary the required filing date of this information 
accordingly.  
 
Directive 8 
 
Directive 8 of Order 59/26 directs Manitoba Hydro to file, by May 4, 2026, the input and output 
data requested in MEED/MH I-1a) and b) in spreadsheet format. 
 
In response to MEED/MH I-1 a) and b), filed on April 15, 2026, Manitoba Hydro indicated that it 
would require between 120-160 hours to review, compile and prepare the datasets for filing. 
Furthermore, as stated in its letter dated April 15, 2026, there are only a few subject matter experts 
that are able to prepare the information requested, and the time of the same few subject matter 
experts will be required and dedicated to reviewing and drafting responses to Round 2 IRs.  
 
Manitoba Hydro understands that MEED seeks access to large amounts of data in order to gain 
a deeper understanding of how the optimization model functions, the degree to which outcomes 
are driven by model optimization versus Manitoba Hydro-specified inputs and constraints, and the 
full set of assumptions applied in each scenario. MEED has indicated that access to fully granular 
inputs and outputs would allow it to assess the appropriateness and consistency of assumptions 
across scenarios, undertake its own quantitative analysis, and avoid the risk of overlooking 
relevant information that may not be captured through discrete information requests. 
 
As indicated by Manitoba Hydro in its response filed April 15, 2026, the combination of the inputs 
and outputs requested in MEED/MH I-1 a and-b) is sensitive information that would need to be 
filed in confidence with any necessary protections as is currently the case for all information filed 
in confidence with the PUB. There is real and tangible financial harm to the corporation and 
ratepayers if information is misused or inadvertently disclosed. In Order 59/26, the PUB agreed 
to treat any information filed in response to MEED/MH I-1a)-b) as confidential. 
 
In order to address the time and effort that would otherwise be required to compile and file 
separate datasets in this proceeding, while also enabling MEED to meet its stated objective of 
gaining a deeper understanding of the model’s assumptions, inputs, and constraints, Manitoba 
Hydro proposes an alternative approach. Specifically, Manitoba Hydro proposes holding an 
informal session with MEED’s legal counsel and consultant to review the model inputs and 
outputs, supported by Manitoba Hydro subject matter experts who would be available to respond 
to questions and facilitate MEED’s review. 
 
Manitoba Hydro proposes that this informal session take place on May 12, 2026, subject to the 
execution of an appropriate non-disclosure agreement. The session would be held in-camera at 
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Manitoba Hydro’s offices, and Manitoba Hydro requests that no written or electronic records be 
created of the information or data shared during the session. 
 
Please note that on April 30, 2026, Manitoba Hydro reached out to counsel for MEED to discuss 
this alternative approach but as of the writing of this letter, have not been able to connect. 
Manitoba Hydro remains amenable to discussing this approach with MEED. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Manitoba Hydro has provided a response to Directive 2 of Order 59/26.  
 
With respect to Directive 6, Manitoba Hydro hereby requests that the Board review and vary the 
deadline by which Manitoba Hydro is required to respond to May 8, 2026 for the reasons outlined 
above.  
 
With respect to Directive 7, Manitoba Hydro hereby requests that the Board review and vary the 
deadline by which Manitoba Hydro is required to respond to May 12, 2026 and approve the 
proposed approach for preparing the response for the reasons outlined above.  
 
With respect to Directive 8, Manitoba Hydro hereby requests that the Board review and vary the 
directive by setting it aside and approving Manitoba Hydro’s proposed approach for providing the 
information to MEED’s legal counsel and consultant on May 12, 2026 for the reasons outlined 
above. 
 
Manitoba Hydro appreciates the Board’s consideration of the above requests. Manitoba Hydro is 
committed to providing parties with the information required to conduct their review in a timely 
manner, and the requested extensions and approvals of alternative approaches are necessary to 
ensure that the alternatives can be developed without resulting in further delay. Manitoba Hydro 
respectfully requests a decision from the PUB on this matter on or before May 5, 2026. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
MANITOBA HYDRO LEGAL SERVICES  
Per: 
 
 
 
 
CORY A.M. TOKAR 
Legal Counsel  
 
CT/BC/GM 


