
 
 

 
22nd Floor - 360 Portage Ave.  ·  Winnipeg Manitoba Canada  ·  R3C 0G8 

Telephone / No de téléphone : 204-360-3399  •  Fax / No de télécopieur : 204-360-6147 
gmuirhead@hydro.mb.ca 

 
To request accessible formats visit hydro.mb.ca/accessibility.  

Pour demander des documents en format accessible veuillez consulter hydro.mb.ca/fr/accessibility. 
 

May 15, 2026 
 
The Public Utilities Board of Manitoba 
400-330 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0C4 
 
Attention: Rachel McMillin, Executive Director & Secretary      VIA E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms. McMillin: 
 
Re: MANITOBA HYDRO 2025 IRP and MNF Review – RESPONSE TO WA NI SKA TAN’S 

APPLICATION FOR AMENDED SCOPE 
 
Manitoba Hydro is writing in response to the motion filed by Wa Ni Ska Tan on May 12, 2026, 
which seeks to amend its intervener application to expand the scope of Dr. McLachlan’s evidence 
to include the development and administration of an online survey of Indigenous respondents 
from Northern First Nations.  
 
Manitoba Hydro engages with Indigenous Nations regularly and through multiple methods 
throughout the IRP process 
 
The importance of seeking the perspectives of Indigenous Nations, including First Nations in 
northern Manitoba, within the Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) process is reflected in the multi-
pronged engagement strategy. While Wa Ni Ska Tan’s submission implies that Manitoba Hydro’s 
engagement was limited to surveys, Manitoba Hydro’s activities included a broad range of 
engagement tools and opportunities intended to build understanding, and capture the potential 
future energy choices of Indigenous Nations and the factors that mattered most to them in energy 
planning. The approach to First Nation engagement, described in the 2025 IRP Engagement 
Report filed as Attachment 1.2 (see in particular Section 3.2), was multifaceted and included 
senior leadership dialogue, participation in the Technical Advisory Committee, First Nation 
Leadership Surveys and follow-up workshops, Manitoba Hydro participation in events such as the 
AMC Climate and Energy Gathering, and the funding of a liaison position.   
 
The motion indicates that fewer than 1% of respondents were from northern Manitoba. Manitoba 
Hydro is unclear on how this number was derived. Of the respondents that provided Forward 
Sortation Area Code (“FSA”) information in the Round 1 2025 public engagement, 7% were 
located in the Interlake North customer service district (which includes the R0B, R0C, R8A, R8N, 
R9A postal code areas). By way of context, 9% of Manitoba Hydro residential customers are 
located in the Interlake North customer service district. It is also important to note that the survey 
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question on FSA was optional and approximately 60% of survey respondents did not provide their 
FSA and therefore are not included in the location analysis.  
     
Additional Surveys are not required or valuable at this juncture of the proceeding  
 
In its intervener application, the Consumers Coalition proposed that its consultant, Dr. Patricia 
Fitzpatrick, would conduct a survey of 1,000 Manitobans (not 100,000 as indicated in Wa Ni Ska 
Tan’s submission) on issues related to energy planning. In Order 39/26, the PUB did not approve 
the Consumers Coalition’s proposed survey (or panel of ratepayer witnesses) noting that while it 
“values ratepayer participation in its proceedings and recognizes that resource planning decisions 
affect rates and ratepayers…this is not a General Rate Application and considering the hearing 
schedule, the Board finds that the public presenter opportunity set out in rule 17 of its Rules of 
Practice and Procedure will create sufficient opportunity for ratepayer participation in this review 
proceeding.”1 In the circumstances, Manitoba Hydro submits that the same rationale ought to be 
applied with respect to Wa Ni Ska Tan’s amended scope of intervention application.  
 
Wa Ni Ska Tan indicates that “the survey would be designed to provide insight into both the 2025 
IRP and provide recommendations regarding meaningful community engagement for future 
iterations of the IRP.” Respectfully, Manitoba Hydro submits that Wa Ni Ska Tan can meaningfully 
intervene in this review and make submissions on what recommendations the Board should make 
to Manitoba Hydro regarding engagement processes on future IRPs without conducting another 
survey.  
 
Concerns with Approach Suggested by Wa Ni Ska Tan 
 
Finally, Manitoba Hydro has several concerns regarding the proposed survey as described in the 
motion. As indicated in the motion, the survey would be distributed through Wa Ni Ska Tan’s 
online networks. In Manitoba Hydro’s view, this approach is likely to only capture a self-selecting 
group of respondents connected to Wa Ni Ska Tan’s existing networks. As such, the results would 
be limited in reflecting a particular perspective and may not be generalizable for the purposes of 
informing province-wide planning considerations.  
 
Furthermore, Wa Ni Ska Tan indicates that the proposed survey will use a “subset of the questions 
used in Manitoba Hydro’s questionnaire as well as a few additional questions designed to solicit 
perspectives on Northern-specific energy-related issues, including access to energy efficiency 
programming and community-led energy alternatives.” Manitoba Hydro reiterates that the IRP 
was focused on system-wide planning and was not intended to address community-specific 
resources, transmission or distribution level reliability of the existing system or access to energy 
efficiency programming within certain communities or customer segments. These items are more 

 
1 Order 39/26, at pp. 18-19. 
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properly addressed through regular community-specific energy planning and a review of 
Efficiency Manitoba’s Efficiency Plans respectively.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Integrated resource planning is an iterative process, and Manitoba Hydro is committed to 
continuous improvement in its engagement with Indigenous Nations and customers; it views 
engagement as fundamental to navigating the changes and challenges of the energy transition 
today and into the future.  
 
For the foregoing reasons, Manitoba Hydro submits that the PUB should dismiss Wa Ni Ska Tan’s 
motion to amend the scope of Dr. McLachlan’s evidence and not permit him to conduct a survey 
of Indigenous respondents from northern First Nations for this IRP proceeding. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the writer at 204-360-3399. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
MANITOBA HYDRO LEGAL SERVICES  
Per: 
 
 
 
 
GWEN MUIRHEAD 
Legal Counsel  
 
 


