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MANITOBA HYDRO 
2025 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN REVIEW 

 
CONSUMERS COALITION, GENERAL SERVICE SMALL/MEDIUM INTERVENER, 
AND MANITOBA ECO-NETWORK AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENCE MOTIONS 

RESPECTING INFORMATION REQUESTS CC/MH I-34, I-43, I-44, I-45, I-46, I-51, I-56 
AND I-61; GSSM/MH I-2 AND I-5; MEED/MH I-1 

 
 
 
 

April 10, 2026 
 
 
BEFORE:      Robert Gabor, K.C., Chair 

Marilyn Kapitany, B.Sc.(Hon), M.Sc., Vice-Chair 
  Kim Sharman, Member 
  Kurt Simonsen, BSc., M.N.R.M., Member 
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1.0 INTERVENER MOTIONS 

The Public Utilities Board (“Board”) has received and reviewed the motion of the 

Consumers Coalition filed March 27, 2026 respecting eight Consumers Coalition Round 

1 information requests asked of Manitoba Hydro. 

The Board has also received and reviewed the March 30, 2026 motion filed by the 

General Service Small/Medium intervener group (“GSSM”), and the March 31, 2026 

motion filed by Manitoba Eco-Network and Environmental Defence (“MEED”). 

The Board has also received and reviewed the Response submitted by Manitoba Hydro 

on April 6, 2026, and the Reply submissions of the Consumers Coalition and GSSM filed 

on April 7, 2026. 

1.1 Intervener Requests for Data and Information  

The Board understands that these motions have arisen from interveners’ efforts to 

address issues related to disclosure through informal engagement with Manitoba Hydro. 

The Board was notified of these efforts in its March 2, 2026 Pre-Hearing Conference, and 

through the March 16, 2026 letter submitted by MEED, now filed as Exhibit MEED-03. A 

further update on these informal discussions was provided in the moving Parties’ 

submissions of March 27, 30 and 31, 2026. 
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2.0 BOARD FINDINGS 

The Board finds that the moving Parties’ concerns regarding impacts on the hearing 

schedule of contested motions respecting Round 1 information request responses to be 

well founded. Parties have known since the Pre-Hearing Conference that the scheduled 

timelines are challenging. 

The Board finds that the moving Parties’ expectation that the eleven information requests 

at issue may not be responded to in full by Manitoba Hydro is not contested by Manitoba 

Hydro. 

Manitoba Hydro’s April 6, 2026 submission also expressly states that certain of these 

eleven information request responses are expected to contain information which 

Manitoba Hydro will seek to have treated confidentially by the Board. The moving parties 

seek access to any such confidential information. 

While Manitoba Hydro’s April 6, 2026 submission did invite interveners to begin 

administrative processes related to accessing confidential filings, the Board finds that 

Manitoba Hydro did not provide a response to the moving Parties’ requests for access to 

any confidential materials that may be included in responses to the eleven information 

requests at issue. 

The Board also finds that Manitoba Hydro did not comply with the procedural direction 

issued by the Board on March 30, 2026, as it did not indicate which of the eleven 

information requests at issue would be responded to in full on the public record. 

The Board also finds that Manitoba Hydro’s submission as to the process utilized by the 

Board to be without merit. The Board controls its own process and issued a process letter 

in which Manitoba Hydro was given an opportunity to provide a response to the merits of 

the motions. Manitoba Hydro failed to do so. 
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3.0 BOARD PROCESS DIRECTION 

The Board reiterates its finding made in Order 39/26 that its review of Manitoba Hydro’s 

2025 IRP as directed by the Government of Manitoba in Order in Council 12/2026 is to 

be comprehensive. 

It is the Board’s expectation that Manitoba Hydro’s April 15, 2026 submission of 

responses to Round 1 information requests will comply with the Board’s Rules of Practice 

and Procedure (“Rules”). This includes, in particular, rule 35: 

35(1) If a person to whom an information request has been issued is unable 
or unwilling to fully answer the request, the person must provide a response 
that includes the following:  

(a) if the information request is not relevant, an explanation as to why 
it is not relevant;  

(b) if the information required to answer the information request is 
unavailable,  

(i) an explanation as to why the information is unavailable,  

(ii) an explanation of the steps taken to obtain the information, 
and  

(iii) any alternative relevant information pertaining to the issue 
raised in the information request that is available to the person 
answering the request;  

(c) if the information sought is of a confidential nature,  

(i) an explanation as to why the information is confidential,  

(ii) an explanation of the harm that could result if the 
information were to be made public, and  

(iii) a confidential response filed in accordance with Division 
5;  



 

Order No. 55/26 
April 10, 2026 

Page 6 of 7 
 

 

(d) if the information request does not comply with subsection 33(5), 
an explanation of why it does not comply;  

(e) in any other case, an explanation of why the person cannot 
answer the request or is unwilling to answer it. 

Accordingly, and consistent with its Rules, it is the Board’s expectation that all Round 1 

information requests will be responded to in full. Any requests respecting which Manitoba 

Hydro takes the position that it is unable or unwilling to fully answer must be accompanied 

by an explanatory response as directed by rule 35 of the Board’s Rules. 

The Board further directs, in light of the hearing schedule, that should Manitoba Hydro 

take the position that it is unable or unwilling to provide a response due to the time 

required to prepare the response, Manitoba Hydro’s explanation must indicate the amount 

of time that would be required for Manitoba Hydro to prepare a complete response. 

Also consistent with the Board’s Rules, any information contained in Manitoba Hydro’s 

responses to Round 1 information requests which Manitoba Hydro seeks to have treated 

confidentially by the Board must be accompanied by appropriate requests under rule 37, 

as well as Manitoba Hydro’s position in response to the moving Parties’ requests to 

access this confidential information. 

Finally, the Board directs that following Manitoba Hydro’s April 15, 2026 submission of 

responses to Round 1 information requests, the moving Parties may make a Reply 

submission in writing by no later than April 17, 2026. 

The Board will continue to adjudicate these motions on the basis of materials and 

submissions received to date, Manitoba Hydro’s April 15, 2026 information request 

responses, and the moving Parties’ April 17, 2026 Replies. 
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT: 

1. Any information requests which Manitoba Hydro is unable or unwilling to fully 
answer on April 15, 2026 must be accompanied by an explanatory response as 
directed by rule 35 of the Board’s Rules. 

2. If Manitoba Hydro is unable or unwilling to provide a complete response to an 
information request due to the time required to prepare that response, Manitoba 
Hydro’s explanation must indicate the amount of time that would be required to 
prepare a complete response. 

3. If Manitoba Hydro’s April 15, 2026 responses to information requests include 
requests for confidential treatment of certain information, Manitoba Hydro’s 
responses must also include its position as to moving Parties’ access to such 
confidential information. 

Board decisions may be appealed in accordance with the provisions of Section 58 of The 

Public Utilities Board Act, or reviewed in accordance with Section 58 of the Board’s Rules 

of Practice and Procedure.  The Board’s Rules may be viewed on the Board’s website at 

www.pubmanitoba.ca. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD 
 

“Robert Gabor, K.C.”                          
Panel Chair 

 
 
“Rachel McMillin, B.Sc., MPA”            
Secretary 
 
 

Certified a true copy of Order No. 55/26 
issued by The Public Utilities Board 

 
        
Secretary 
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